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CHAPTER I. 


OONCERNING SANTA-CLAUS,—HIS ASTONISHING CASTLE,—HIS BEAUTIFUL GIFTS POR ALL GOOD CHILDREN,—AND 


HIS REAL NAME. 


Beyonp the ocean many a mile, 
And many a year ago, 

There lived a wondegful queer old man 
In a wonderful house of snow; 

And every, little boy and girl, 
As Christmas Eves arrive, 

No doubt will be very glad to hear, 
The old man is still alive. 


In his house upon the top of a hill, 
And almost ont of sight, 

He keeps a great many elves at work, 
All working with all their might, 

To make a million of pretty things, 
Cakes, sugar-plums, and toys, 

To fill the stockings, hung up you know 
By the little girls and boys. 


It would be a capital treat be sure, 
A glimpse of his wondrous shop ; 

But the queer old man when a stranger comes, 
Orders every elf to stop; 

And the house, and work, and porknee all 

InstaasMy take 4% iwist, ~* - 

And just you may think you are there, 
They are off in a frosty mist. 








But upon a time a cunning boy 
Saw this sign upon the gate, 

Nobody can ever enter here 
Who lies a-bed too late: 

Let all who expect a good stocking full, 
Not spend too much time in play ; 

Keep book and work all the while in mind, 
And be up by the peep of day. 





| 
| 
| 
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A holiday morning would scarce suffice 
To tell what was making there ; 

Wagons and dolls, whistles and birds, 
And elephants most rare: 

Wild monkeys drest like little men, 
And dogs that could almost bark, 

Watches, that, if they only had whecls, 
Might beat the old clock in the Park. 


Whole armies of little soldier folk, 
All marching in grand review, 

And turning up their eyes at the girls, 
As the City soldiers do. 

Engines, fast hurrying to a fire, 
And many a little fool 

A-trudging after them through the streets, 
Instead of going to school. 





Tin fiddles, and trumpets made of wood, 
That will play as good a tune 

As a Scotch bag-piper could perform 
From Christmas-day till Jane. 

Horses, with riders upon their backs, 
Coaches, and carts, and gigs, 

Each trying its best to win the race, 
Like the Democrats and Whigs. 


Some little fellows turning a crank, 
And others beating a drum: 
Little pianos, so exact 
You could almost hear them thram, 
Tea-sets and tables quite complete, 
With ladies sitting around, 
Chatting as older ladies do, 
But a little more profound. 


Steamboats made to sail in a tub, 
And fishing-smacks ahoy, 
And boats and skiffs with oars and sails, 
A fleet for a sailor boy. 
Ships of the line, equipt for sea, 
With officers and crew, 
Each with a red cap on his head, 
And a jacket painted blue. 


Bold. pewter men with pistols armed, 
Like duelists so smart, 
Each very wickedly taking aim 
At his little comrade’s heart! 
imble Jacks with, pple joints. 
e When you puil a string, 
Will give you an easy lesson how 
To dance the Pigeon Wing. 


Ugly old women in a box, 
As some younger ones ought to be, 

Which, when the cover is lifted off, 
Fly out most spitefully. 

Ripe wooden pears like real fruit, 
Somehow made to unscrew; 


Kittens with mice sewed to their mouths, 


And tabby cats crying mew. 


Gay humming-tops that spin about, 
And make a senseless sound, 

Like windy representatives 
In Congress often found. 

Fine marbles, and rich China-men, 
That you can play from taw, 

As lawyers play rich clients down 
The ring-pits of the law. 


Bright caskets filled with jewelry, 
Chains, bracelets, pins, and pearls, 
All glittering with tinsel, like 
Some fashionable girls. 
Delightful little picture books, 
And tales of Mother Goose, 
More witty than most novels are, 
And twenty times their usc. 


But it were an endless task to tell, 
The length that the list extends, 
Of the curious gifts the queer old ran 
Prepares for his Christmas friends. 
Belike you are guessing who he is, 
And the country whence he came. 
Why, he was born in Germany, 
And St. Nicholas is his name. 











CHAPTER IL. 
NICHOLAS GOT ALL IIS PACKAGES READY, IN 
TO START AT SUNDOWN UPON HI8 LONG JOTR- 
W HE WENT TO AMSTERDAM, PARIS, DUBLIN, 
» AND 8ST. PETERSBURG. 
k’s four and twentieth day 
h its course was almost run, 
las stood at his castle door 
; ing the setting sun. 
= were packed in a great balloon, 
Nea® by were his horse and sleigh ; 
He “_. skates upon his feet 
And® ship getting under weigh. 


for 8 to travel by sea and land, 
A etimes through the air, 
And t to skim on the rivers smooth, 
Whe¥ the ice his weight would bear. 
The blew keen, and the snow fell fast, 
But a whit cared he; 
For hejknew a myriad little hearts, 
Were longing that night to see. 


Away lie flew to Amsterdam, 
As as the sun went down, 
Whole bushels of play-things there, 
child in town. 
tied his skates on the Zuyder Zee, 
Southwest to Dover's Strait, 
thward with his horse and sleigh, 
8 s00n at Paris’ gate. 


the walls of the Tuileries, 
ad mM were all retired, 
stocking was hanging u 
As Ribhaclas desired, —_— 
In one He put a sceptre and crown, 
In another & guillotine, 
And 4, life man without a head, 
Who'S mg of the French had been. 


"B while at Notre Dame, 
Christmas shows; 
grand Montgolfier 
rose, 

if splendid parachute, 
‘of bonbons threw, 
| ones in France, 
all adieu. 


: 
drove on the River Seine, 


do you think he left, 
Irish boys? 
Why, bags of potatoes instead of cakes, 
And shillalaghs instead of toys. 
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In London he gave them rounds of beef, 
And two plum-puddings a-piece, 

Then stepped to Windsor palace of course 
To see his royal niece. 

He gave her a little Parliament, 
Discussing a knotty bill, 

And two or three nuts for them to crack, 
And a birch to keep them still. 


And now, said he, for St. Petersburg! 
Over the cold North Sea, 
And up the Baltic he sped in haste, 
And was there when the clock struck thr: 
He hied to the palace of the Czar, 
And clambered in at the dome; 
A great many stockings were hung around 
But the folks were not at home. 


He gave them little Siberian mines, 
With little men in chains, 
Who strove to avenge their country’s wrong 
And were sent there for their pains 
He left the Emperor a map, 
With Russia cut in four, 
As much as to say, great Muscovite, 
Your sway may soon be o’er. 
ii-~ =~ 
Then down he hastened for Italy, | Upon the Mediterranean Seca, 
To call at the Vatican, He boarded his ship again, 
Forgetting, until he had arrived, And hoisted sail, and steered west, 
The Pope is a bachelor man. | To see the Queen of Spain, 
But he looked in at St. Peter’s church, And give her a legion of wooden men, 
And saw the whole town at prayer, Equipt from foot to nose, 
So he left a basket full at the door, | And a troop of leaden horsemen too, 


For all the good children there. The rebels to oppose. 
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CHAPTER ILL 


8T. NICHOLAS HURRIES AWAY FROM SPAIN, AnD SETS 
SAIL FOR AMERICA. 
O’er the Cantabrian mountains wild, 
He hurried to the strand, 
To meet his treasure-laden ship, 
There waiting his command. 
He scattered beautiful gifts around, 
As he went flying past, 
Then put his trumpet to his lips, 
And blew a rousing blast. 


Up, up my gallant sailors all, 
Swiftly your anchor weigh, 
The wind is fair, and we must sail, 
For far America. 
By wind and steam for New Amsterdam, 
Three thousand miles an hour, 
Onward he drove his elfin ship, 
With a thousand-fairy power. 


Down at the Battery he moored, 
And gave a grand salute, 

With cannon charged with sugar-plums, 
And powder made to suit. 

Then he hoisted out a score of bales 
Of his cakes, and nuts, and wares; 

You would have been amazed to see 
The heaps on the ferry stairs. 


All’s well, all’s well! loud voices cried ; 
St. Nicholas is here! 

How charming many a stocking fyll 
In the morning will appear. 








Lrzzir. ‘‘ Oh, Mr. Poffles, I find I have made a mistake—I see I was engag' 
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Now all good little boys and gi ls 


Shall have a noble treat, 
Delightful presents, that will make 
The holidays complete. 


Upon the spire of old St. Paul’s 
Policemen saw him stand, 
Reading his list of ancient friends, 
With his leather bags in hand. 
’Tis said he dropt a frozen tear, 
As he looked on the streets below, 
And saw what a mighty change has come 
Since Christmas times ago! 


Those brave old times when great mince pies 


Were piled on every shelf, 

And every Knickerbocker boy 
Might. go and help himself. 

When Broadway was a path for cows, 
And all the streets were lanes, 

And the houses were so snug and quaint, 
With their bull’s-eye window-panes 


And low old-fashioned door-ways, where, 
The upper part swung in, 

The Dutchman could his elbows lean, 
And smoke his pipe and grin 

Then doughnuts were all good to eat, 
And made as big as bricks, 

And ‘twas not thought unmannerly 
To eat as many as six. 

Good simple times, when lad and lass, 
In happy groups were seen, 

With sled and skate for winter sport 
Around the Bowling Green. 

When maidens plied the spinning-wheel, 
And idlers were unknown, 

And all the up-town people lived 
Below the one-mile stone. 


When all were good and went to church, 
And heeded what they heard, 
And children never learned to speak 
A bad or saucy word. 
With plenty smiling every where, 
Like’ Christmas every day, 
Content and love at every hearth, 
O what rare times were they! 
But long before all this was said, 
The stockings were all filled, 
And Santa-claus was skating home, 
With’ his nose a little chilled. 
He whietle’ o¢ he skimmed.alone, 
Till ‘the day.degan so iawn, 
} Then giving a twirl in the frosty air, 
St. Nicholas was gone! 
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Lavy. “I am afraid, Cook, we must part this day month !” 
Cook. ‘‘ Why, m’m, I think I let you have your own way in most every thing!” 








“HOOK MY FROCK!” 





















































PREPARING FOR THE RECEPTION—THE NEKCK-TIF. 
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TO THE AREA. 
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HOLIDAY SUPPLEMENT TO HARPER'S WEEKLY. 
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THE GENTLEMEN'S DRESSING-ROOM. 
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THE LADIES’ DRESSING-ROOM. 





NEW-YEAR’S DAY IN NEW YORK. 
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PREPARING FOR THE DAY 
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END OF THE Day. 
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THE COURTIN’.—[By Proressor J. 
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**ZEXLE CREP’ t P, QUITE UNBEKNOWN, 
7? nh Ab fan fl 7 ’ 
AN PEEKED IN THRU THE WINDER.” 


ZEKLE crep’ up, quite unbeknown, 
Aw peeked in thru the winder, 

Aa’ there sot Huldy all alone, 
‘Ith no one nigh to hender. 


Agin’ the chimbly crooknecks hung, 
Ai’ in among ‘em rusted 

The old queen's arm that gran'ther Young 
Fetched back from Concord busted. - 
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“SHE HEER 


The wannut logs shot sparkles out 

Toward the pootiest, bless her! 
An’ leetle fires danced all about 
.fthe chiny on the dresser. 


The very room, coz she wuz in, 
Looked warm frum fidor to ceilin’; 
An’ she looked: full ez rosy agin 
Ex th’ apples she wiz peelin’. 





‘6 YOU WANT TO SEE MY PA, I ’SPOSE?” 
‘“©WA’AL, NO} I COME DESIGNIN’—” 
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PPLEME 


Russrtn Lowen] 


D A FOOT, AN’ KNOWED IT, TU, 


A RASPIN’ ON THE SCRAPER.” 


She heerd a foot, an’ knowed it, tu, 
A raspin’ on the scraper— 
All ways to once her feelin’s flew, 


Like sparks in burnt-up paper. 


He kin’ o’ l'itered on the mat, 
Some doubtfle o’ the seckle; 

His heart kep’ goin’ pity-pat, 
But hern went pity Zeklec. 
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“TO SEE MY MA? 
AGIN’ TO-MORROW'S T’NIN’.” 


An’ yet she gin her cheer a jerk 
iz though she wished him furder, 
Aw’ on her apples kep’ to work 


Ez ef a wager spurred her. 


~ ” 
*¥ou want to see iy pa, I ‘spose? 

“Wa'al, no; L come designin’—” 
“To see my ma ? She's sprinklin’ clo’es 


ca a er 
Agin’ to-morrow’s i’nin’. 


DISGUSTING FOR AUGUSTUS, 


SHE'S SPRINKLiN’ CLO’ES 


He stood a spell on one foot fust, 
Then stood a spell on tother; 
An’ on which one he felt the wust 
He couldn't ha’ told ye, nuther. 


in; 
Mister ;” 


Sez he, ‘I'd better call ag 
Sez she, ‘Think likely, 
The last words pricked him like a pin, 


An’—wa'al, he up and kist her. 
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‘© AN’ ALL I KNOW IS; THEY WUZ CRIED 
IN MEETIN’ COME NEX’ SUNDAY.” 
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WORDS PRICKED HIM LIKE A PIN, 
WA’AL, HE UP AND KIST HER.” 


When ma, bimeby, upon ‘em slips, 
Iluldy sot, pale ez ashes, 

All kind o' smily round-the lips, 
An’ teary round the lashes. 


Her bleod riz quick, though, like the tide 
Down to the Bay oO Fundy ; 
An’ all I know is, they wuz cried 


In mectin’ come nex’ Sunday. 























but is alwavs much gratified to see the Young Folks enjoy themselves. But, whether 't is that Forty 
; ‘ty in a sea of 


n not, for the life of him, discern any thing but some Black Coats strugeling frantic } 


Avoustus (xtho was rapidly coming t the point). ‘‘ Then, Emily !- -Oh, may I call 
y ?—Sweetest !—best !—say that you will not go—without—— 


you Emil aa ae 
* Oxp Woman (cuts in). “Any doughnuts to-day, Marm ?—any apples, or candies 


. , ance, himself 
IxpiGNant Otv Lapy (who does not like Skylarki: ” ‘ pe apap gt Feat trary Age 
PB cr ( -yle ing). Josh’ you Cummers (2 Sixty) have impaired bis vision, he 
Prrsrvertna Youru. ‘ Coming, Grandma, soon as T tie this darned 
Shoe-string.”’ 


Masree Sparrow. * Look there, Tom! Young Fred is asleep!" f 
Masrer Srrat. “Yes! Poor Little Beggar! What a shame it is to keep such a mere Child as that up so late!” Summers @ 8 
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‘Who knows but that some of these ere days I may have my 
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ASCENT OF THE VIRGIN, BY MURILLO. — ; SS SS SS 
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THE LOW DOG. 


ELARPER’S MAGAZINE. 


The reasons for its unprecedented success are simply 
merit and cheapness. Each number is a book. The 
Monthly Record of Current Events alone is worth 25 
cents. We are free to say that if just such a’monthly 
record were published at $3 00, we would readily sub- 
scribe. In every intelligent family it ought to be care 
fully read. We study it:—Southern Methodist: Pulpit. 


TERMS. 


One Copy for One Year . ° . . $300 

Two Copies for One Year. ‘ ‘ - 600 

Three or more Copies for One Year (each) + 200 
And an Extra Copy, gratis, for évery Club of Tex Svs- 


SCRIBERS. 
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Vereran Burciar. ‘Ven you get inside, Sammy, my boy, mind, you louk out for the Spoons 
and Forks. Them’s the Swag!” 

Apprentice. ‘ But, s’pose I'm caught ?” 

Verzrax Burewar. “ You won't be Caught; and if you are, the Officer ll let you go when I ask 
him.” 
cr. ‘* But s’pose he don’t ?” 
Burewar: “ He will; and if he don’t, you won't be tried.” 
ce. “ But if I am?” ; : < 
Buroiar. ‘You won't be ; and if you are, the jury won't agree, and you'll be acqu'tted. 
ce. “ How if I ain't?” 3 
Burewar. “ You will; and if you ain’t, we get out a Writ of Error, and have a new 














Arrrentice. “ But suppose you can’t?” : : 

Versran Burcrar. “ But we'can; and if we fail, why, we'll get the judgment suspended. 

Aprnewrics. “ But if you break down?” 

Verzran Burcran. We won't; and if we do, we'll get a Petition, sigued by all the respectable 
People, and the Gov'’nor 'll Pardon you right away. Don't be afraid, Sammy, you'll never be pun- 
ished.” [ait Apprentice, reassured. 
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THE PAST DOG. 


HARPER'S WEEKLY. 
ALWAYS THE BEST.—For the best Stories, the 


best Illustrations, and the best Digest of the News of 
the Week, see 


HARPER’S WEEKLY. Paice Five Cents. 


Harper's Weerkty is the best illustrated paper ever 
published‘in the country, and is well worth double the 
half dime which it costs. * * * Its illustrations alone 
are worth more than any of the other secular papers of 
the day.—Cincinnati Journal and Messenger. 


rs 


TERMS. 


One Capy for Twenty Weeks . 
One Copy for One Year . 
One Copy for:'Two Years. 
Five Copies for One Year. 
Twelve Copies for One Year 
Twenty-five Copies for One Yea 
An Extra Copy will be allowed for every Club of TWELVE 
or TWENTY-FIVE SUBSCRIBERS. 
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Tur Burc.ar’s Friexp. “ This here, Sir, is a Petition to the Governor for the Pardon of Jig Cur. 
THROAT—one of the best Fellows in the World—who-had the Misfortune to knock his Wife's Brains 
out, set Fire to his House, and burn up his two Babies. All done, Sir, in a moment of ungovernable 
Passion, for which a Poor Fellow oughtn’t to be held responsible. I hope you'll sign it, Sir. We've 
got the names of Eight eminent Merchants, Sixteen leading Lawyers, and Ten Wall Street Opera- 
tors. See here!” 

Morat Mercnant. “Ah! I see. Poor Fellow dashed his Wife's Brains out,eh? Burnt up his 
two Babies! Poor Fellow! Well, I suppose I must Sign it.” [Signs his name. 


THE SLEREIGH-RIDE. 








—— SR a a a 
































5 ee elle me 





